
• St. Louis encephalitis mosquitoes 

• West Nile mosquitoes 

• Southern house mosquitoes 

• Asian tiger mosquitoes 

• Tree hole mosquitoes 

• Bromeliad mosquitoes 

     The solution is simple, cheap and pesticide-free.  

Check your yard for breeding in all locations indicated 

in this brochure, and follow the directions given. 

     Don’t overlook a single small pool of water, even if 

there are no mosquito larvae present—they will be back.  

A half-cup of water can produce enough mosquitoes to 

cause a problem. 

     Mosquito larvae and pupae will wiggle to the bottom 

of the container if disturbed.  They are 1/8 inch to 1/2 

inch long and look like this at the water’s surface: 

Do  you  have  mosqu i toes  in  
your  ya rd?   You  may  be  
g row ing  your  own  prob lem.   
Your  ya rd  may  be  b reed ing : :  

Your local experts on mosquito 
control can be reached at: 

For  add i t iona l  i n fo rma t ion  on  
F lo r ida  mosqu i toe s ,  t he  d i sea se s  
they  ca r r y  and  mosqu i to  con t ro l  
i n  F lo r ida ,  con tac t :  
 
Dr .  Roxanne  Conne l l y  
F lo r ida  Med ica l  En tomology  
Labora to ry  
200  9 th  S t r ee t  S .E .  
Vero  Beach ,  FL   32962  
772 -778 -7200  
h t tp : / /mosqu i to . i f a s .u f l . edu  

T rack ing  
Down 
Your  
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7.  Check large animal 
water troughs weekly 
and flush to remove 
mosquito larvae, or train 
your animals to eat the 
larvae (just kidding!).  

8.  Old tires are a favorite of the 
Asian tiger mosquito.  Discard 
tires or put in a building.  If not 
possible, stack tires flat and cover 
the top of each stack. 

9.  Fresh rain water is great for water-
ing house plants.  Mosquitoes like it 
too.  Cover rain barrels with house 
screening to prevent mosquitoes 
from laying eggs. 

10.  Unused or poorly maintained 
pools, particularly kiddy wading pools, 
will breed mosquitoes.  Empty pools or 
flush weekly, or add chlorine as re-
quired. 

11.  Horticultural buffs who like 
bromeliads and other plants that 
hold water need to check them 
weekly and flush with water to re-
move larvae that are sometimes 
difficult to see among the debris in 
the leaf axils. 

6.  Trash or “spare 
parts” and the like have 
lots of breeding places.  
Remove items or cover 
what cannot be thrown 
away. 

5.  Replace the water in 
pet dishes every couple 
of days.  Your pets will 
appreciate it, but the 
mosquitoes will not. 

4.  Roof gutters plugged 
with leaves hold water 
and mosquito larvae.  
This source is often 
missed.  You will need a 
ladder. 

3.  Standing water in low 
grassy areas, tire tracks 
and swales can breed 
mosquitoes.  Fill and re-
grade if possible and 
keep grass mowed.  
Check under faucets. 

2.  Drainage ditches 
with emergent vegeta-
tion are big mosquito 
producers.  Remove 
the vegetation and any 
obstructions to water 
flow, or call your high-
way department. 

1.  Potted plants with 
pans underneath that 
hold water are good 
breeding sites.  Don’t 
over-water plants; re-
move the pan if possible 
or dump any unneces-
sary water. 

16.  Bird baths, barbeque 
grills, ash trays and other 
small containers that hold 
water can produce mos-
quitoes.  Cover grills, 
overturn or remove con-
tainer or flush with water 
at least once a week. 

15.  Boats on trailers, dry docked 
or unused will collect water and 
breed mosquitoes if not covered or 
turned upside down.  Go fishing 
occasionally and bail out any water 
in your boat. 

14.  Mosquitoes in natural or man-
made ponds can be prevented by 
removing any vegetation or stock-
ing with minnows. 

13.  Flat roofs that get lots of leaf 
litter can harbor mosquitoes.  Re-
moving the debris should solve the 
problem. 

12.  Water-filled tree holes are fa-
vorite breeding sites.  Check 
branches as well as the trunk for 
holes.  Fill with sand or cement. 


